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A. Introduction
The College of Petroleum Engineering and Geosciences (CPG) has launched an internal
competitive fund to promote research in upstream petroleum engineering and geosciences.
Faculty and researchers are encouraged to participate and apply. The primary goal of this
initiative is to promote scientifically innovative and bold research with initial proof of concept
achievable within one year. Research ideas should be highly original. CPG deeply cares about
truly new, game-changing ideas and is ready to invest in innovative thinking and
groundbreaking research.

B. Eligibility



The principal investigator (PI) has to be a CPG faculty or CPG researcher to keep the
focus on upstream petroleum engineering and geosciences
Any KFUPM faculty or researcher can collaborate with the PI (see Collaboration section)

C. Award






Individual projects will be awarded up to USD 100,000.00 for the first year.
The maximum number of projects to be awarded this CFP is 10.
No salaries or pay incentives will be given to full-time faculty or researchers from this
award.
Disbursement of funds will be administered by the CPG Finance & Administration
Department and will follow CPG procedures.
KFUPM retains title and ownership to all items and equipment acquired through the
awarded project upon its completion.

D. Duration





The duration of an initial award is one year. The award starting date is when all
prerequisites (equipment and personnel) are in place and ready to be engaged. This
date should be within the first year following the date of the announcement of the
award.
A no-cost extension of up to 6 months may be granted based on the PI’s well-founded
request.
An extension with cost for a second year may be granted (after review by the CPG
initiative steering committee) based on the success of the first-year project and the
availability of funds.
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E. Collaboration







The research effort can be undertaken by the PI solely or in collaboration with any
KFUPM scientist or group and/or any scientist or group in the Kingdom or worldwide.
Names of outside collaborators should be listed in the proposal. The big idea should
be initiated at CPG. External collaborators must have concrete and tangible roles in the
work proposed.
Collaborators can include academic entities, as well as industrial research laboratories.
In the latter case, the industrial entities with whom KFUPM already has publication and
IP agreements are preferred.
Proposals that are collaborative and multidisciplinary (which include more than one
college from KFUPM) are preferred.

F. Application
PI should submit a research proposal online through the Abhathi system under the track CPG
Competitive Research Initiative using the provided template.
https://research.kfupm.edu.sa/Researcher/ProposalSubmissionMain.aspx
Proposals are required to satisfy the following criteria that will be considered in the evaluation
and assessment process
1. The proposal should be truly innovative rather than constituting a mere extension of
an ongoing or past effort by the PI.
2. The proposal should be reasonably different from any relevant past or current efforts
undertaken by researchers worldwide, although it is understood that past research
accomplishments by PI will feed the research ideas and enhance the likelihood of
success. The proposed work should contribute to basic science, as well as have a
potential impact on practical applications within the E&P industry and, generally, the
economy and education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
3. The proposal should outline a high-risk-high-gain initiative that would not be
undertaken without the encouragement provided.
4. The outcome of the proposed effort may be positive (providing a solution) or negative
(proving there is no solution, but there is another way of addressing and solving the
problem). Either way, the proposed approach should be scientifically rigorous and its
results repeatable.
5. The proposal should follow the basic scientific methodology: question – hypothesis –
approach – solution – possible outcomes – continuation strategy.
6. The outcome of the project should be clearly formulated (positive or negative). The
results should be of scientific quality to ensure publication in a leading technical journal.
The research proposed should carry ways to potential commercialization.
7. Priority awards are given to highly competitive and interdisciplinary (e.g., including
members from different colleges at KFUPM) project proposals.
Budget items and estimate-of-costs should be according to the Budget Template provided.
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G. Review and Evaluation
1. All research proposals will be evaluated and critiqued by selected experts from CPG, as
well as experts from international well-reputed universities
2. Criteria used in evaluating the proposals include novelty and originality, significance,
high-risk-high-gain, scientific methodology, anticipated high-quality outcomes, and
interdisciplinary diversity of the team.
3. Recommendation of funding/awarding and decisions will be endorsed by the University
Research Committee with an invited panel from the College of Petroleum Engineering
& Geosciences.

H. Project Reports
Progress Report
A progress report must be submitted no later than six months from the commencement of the
project.
Final Report
Within one month of the completion date of the project, the research team is required to
submit a final report on the project’s findings. It is the responsibility of the PI to ensure that
the Final Report is submitted online to DSR within the period allowed. In exceptional
circumstances, the submission date may be extended, but any requests must be made in
writing and approved by CPG before the original submission period expires.

I. Acknowledgments
1. Proper acknowledgment of the KFUPM support along with the project number in all
publications and other outcomes resulting from completed funded projects, whether
funded by the University or outside organizations, is mandatory.
2. Accordingly, any publication or outcome with no acknowledgment referencing the
project number would not be considered as part of the project.
3. Applicants should adhere to the announced multiple acknowledgment policy and the
scenarios therein. Below is an example of an acknowledgment:
“The author(s) would like to acknowledge the support provided by the College of
Petroleum Engineering & Geosciences (CPG) at King Fahd University of Petroleum &
Minerals (KFUPM) under Research Grant number XXX”
Research Project Outcomes: Project outcomes are counted as only those which are direct
outcomes of the project after its inception and that reflect an explicit acknowledgment of
the project and its number. Only those publications that are direct outcomes of the project
and acknowledge the project number should be included as part of the final report.
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